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Rotary Club of Madras (RCM)
Minutes of the 30th Weekly Meeting held on 3 Feb 26

1:30 pm @ Hyatt Regency, Chennai

CALL TO ORDER

President Nikhil Raj, called the 30th Weekly Meeting of the Rotary Club of Madras to order at 1:30 
pm.

 The meeting commenced with the

 Rotary Song.

ROTARY SONG CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of the 29th Weekly Meeting was 
confirmed.

WELCOMING GUESTS

The President warmly welcomed members of 
the Probus Club, Mr Venkatesan and Mr 
Paramasivam, PDG Krish Rajendran from Sri 

Lanka, spouses and family members, Guest 
Speaker Mr Muneer Sait and all Rotarians 
present.

REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK GONE BY

PROJECT DASHBOARD

ANNOUNCEMENTS: GOLF TOURNAMENT REPORT

The President presented a recap of activities 
during the previous week:

Ÿ RCM Premium League (RCMPL) cricket 
matches were held over Saturday and 
Sunday, featuring 10-over matches with live 
telecast and DRS.

Ÿ Holy Yoga session was conducted by the 
Holistic Team at Dakshin Chitra, followed by 
breakfast on Sunday.

Ÿ Prize distribution for the Rotary Golf 
Tournament was held on Friday, preceded 
by the Full Club Fellowship event held on 
Thursday evening.

Ÿ Visit to potential sites for the Homes for the 

Homeless project near Sriperumbudur.

Ÿ Ambulance handover at Child Trust 
Hospital, supported by donations from Mr. 
Siddharth Iyer (SI Investments). Rtn Govind 
Parekh was acknowledged for facilitating 
the connection.

Ÿ Republic Day celebrations (26 Jan 26) 
conducted simultaneously at Boys Town, 
Rotary Nagar and Selaiyur. Appreciation 
was extended to all members for their 
participation.

Ÿ Special thanks was conveyed to Rtn Aman 
Kandhari for donating pillows, bed sheets, 
and plates at Boys Town.

The President presented the annual 
project dashboard:

Ÿ Projects currently running: Rs.15.5 crores

Ÿ Projects under application/approval:Rs.6 
crores

Ÿ Expected total project value: Rs. 22 crores

Ÿ Funding Commitments: The following 
funding commitments were announced:

Ÿ Rtn Deepak Subramaniam – Rs.2.5 lakhs

Ÿ Rtn Mohan Kumar Subramaniam & Ann 
Meena – Rs.3 lakhs

Ÿ Rtn Archana Parekh – Rs.10 lakhs

Ÿ On behalf of Chairperson Rtn Sriya Chari, 
Rtn Hemant P Chordia presented a report 
on the 19th Rotary Club of Madras 
Merchants & Bankers Corporate Golf 
Tournament ,  h igh l igh t ing the new 
benchmarks set during this edition.

Ÿ Participation of 140 golfers and 52 putters

Ÿ Support from nearly 80 sponsors

Ÿ Total value generated: Rs.1.85 crores, 
including Rs.90 lakhs in sponsorships.

Ÿ Appreciation for the leadership of Rtn Sriya 
Char i  for  del iver ing an exemplary 
tournament with great determination and 
quiet precision. 
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Acknowledgement for the support of the Golf 
Committee, President Nikhil Raj, Secretary 
Prasanna Rajagopalan and guidance from 
senior Rotarians.

Rtn Sriya Chari was ably assisted by Rtn Hari with 
his boundless energy, enthusiasm, passion and 
on-ground presence.

Excellent stewardship by the Brandon Team, 
orchestrating a massive field of 140 golfers and 
52 non-golfer putters.

The goodie bags featured as many as 14 items.

The tournament  was marked by h igh 
competition as well as camaraderie.ts for their 
efforts in earning their certification.

The club inducted four new members, bringing 
the total inductions for the year to ten.

PDG  J B Kamdar introduced Mr Sivan Kannan, 
highlighting his academic excellence and 
distinguished career in public service. 

PP Rtn George B. Cherian introduced Mr 
Deepak Subramaniam, a second-generation 
Rotarian (son of Rtn R.S. Mani) and Managing 
Director of Multivista Group.

Rtn Archana Shri Sanjay introduced Ms Lalitha 
Kumaramangalam, former National Secretary 
and National Spokesperson of the BJP and 
former Chairperson, National Commission for 
Women, Government of India, noting her long 
association with Rotary and her return to the 
Rotary Club of Madras.

Rtn Sunil U Lulla introduced Mr Manu Wasan, 
Managing Partner of The Roller Bearing 
Company.

The President addressed the inductees and 
administered the Rotary charge, emphasizing 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  v o c a t i o n a l 
representation, service, and adherence to the 
Four-Way Test.

The following were formally admitted to 

membership of the Rotary Club of Madras:

Rtn Sivan Kannan

Rtn Manu Wasan

Rtn Deepak Subramaniam

Rtn Lalitha Kumaramangalam

PDG J B Kamdar pinned the Rotary badge on 
Rtn Sivan Kannan

PP Rtn Rajendran Sabanayagam pinned the 
badge on Rtn Manu Wasan

District Governor Nominee PP Rtn Dr Vijaya 
Bharathi Rangarajan pinned the badge on Rtn 

Lalitha Kumaramangalam.

District Chair – Membership PP Rtn George B 
Cherian pinned the badge on Rtn Deepak 
Subramaniam

The new members were warmly welcomed by 
the Club.

The President welcomed the Chief Guest, Mr 
Muneer Sait, former Olympian and Indian 
hockey legend. PP Rtn Satyan Bhatt introduced 
the Chief Guest and moderated a talk and 
interactive session titled “Hockey – Yesterday, 
Today and Tomorrow” covering:

India’s Olympic hockey legacy,

Evolution of the game,

India’s resurgence with bronze medals at Tokyo 
2020 and Paris 2024.

Members were given the opportunity to view an 
Olympic medal brought by the Chief Guest.

Vote of Thanks proposed: By Secretary Rtn 
Prasanna Rajagopalan.

Adjournment: The President adjourned the 
meeting.

Rtn Ravindran Ramachandran announced the 
Royal RCM Quiz to be held on 13 Feb 26 at 
Nawab of Arcot’s Palace, Amir Mahal, from 6:00 
pm onwards, involving families and spouses. The 
event will be headed by the last ten Green 
Rotarians to join the Club.

Rtn Prasanna announced birthdays and 
wedding anniversaries of members and spouses 
for the week.

It was also announced that there will be no 
meeting on 10 Feb 26 and that the next weekly 
meeting will be held on 17 Feb 26.

FULL CLUB FELLOWSHIP

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP

PINNING OF BADGES

CHIEF GUEST SESSION

SECRETARY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS



HOCKEY – YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW

GLORY DAYS AND HEARTBREAKS 

Chief guest, Mr Muneer Sait, a former Olympian 
described as a "trailblazer on the field, a titan in 
the boardroom", a bronze medalist at the 1968 
Mexico Olympics and a gold medalist at the 
1967 Madrid pre-Olympics, remains a fitness 
inspiration at 85, still actively playing squash, 
golf, and swimming.

The session was expertly moderated by PP Rtn 
Satyan Bhatt, who set the stage with a nostalgic 
yet critical overview of Indian hockey. Satyan 

reminded the audience of India's unparalleled 
history: six consecutive Olympic golds from 
1928 to 1956, and a total tally of eight gold, one 
silver, and four bronze medals. He noted that 
while the country hit a nadir by failing to qualify 
for Beijing 2008, recent years have seen a 
resurgence with bronze medals in Tokyo 2020 
and Paris 2024—the latter marking the first time 
in 52 years when India beat Australia at the 
Olympics.

Prompted by PP Rtn Satyan, Muneer captivated 
the audience with anecdotes from the golden 
era, specifically the 1936 Berlin Olympics. He 
recounted how Hitler, expecting a German 
victory after a 4-1 practice match win, watched 
in shock as Dhyan Chand’s India won the final 
6-0. Legend has it that Hitler even suspected 
Dhyan Chand’s stick had a magnetic impact, 
though he graciously offered Chand German 
citizenship, which was refused.

Muneer spoke candidly about missed 
opportunities, specifically the 1968 Mexico 
Olympics. He attributed the loss of the gold 
medal to internal politics and the disastrous 
decision to appoint "joint captains" (Prithipal 
Singh and Gurbux Singh), which created a 
divided team. This leadership struggle led to 
poor selection choices during the semi-finals 
against Australia, where India lost despite 
dominating the game.



A significant portion of the conversation, 
guided by Satyan’s questions, focused on the 
introduction of Astroturf in 1976. Muneer 
identified this as a turning point where India "lost 
our way". On natural grass, Indian players 
utilized superior wrist work and body swerves to 
play "artistic hockey," maneuvering around stiff-
bodied opponents. The synthetic surface, 
however, demanded sheer physical power and 

stamina, favoring European teams. Muneer 
lamented that the game has shifted from skill 
and dribbling to a "brute game" focused on 
speed. He also noted how goalkeeping has 
changed; unlike his era where keepers relied 
on agility without heavy gear, modern keepers 
are heavily padded and often lie flat to block 
shots.

Addressing the decline in popularity, Muneer noted that 
hockey is often viewed as a "poor man's game" with little 
money or media coverage compared to cricket, 
discouraging parents from supporting aspiring players. 
He also highlighted how regional politics in the past, 
specifically the dominance of Punjab Police officials in 
the federation, often alienated talent from other strong 
hockey centers like Madras, Bombay, and Bhopal. 
Consequently, major tournaments like the Bombay Gold 
Cup have faded, with only the MCC Murugappa 
tournament remaining a key fixture in the South. However, 
the tone was not entirely bleak. Muneer acknowledged 
the massive efforts of Odisha Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik, who invested heavily (reportedly Rs.300 crores) 
to revive the sport. While Muneer remains realistic about 
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics predicting a tough fight 
against physically dominant European teams, he noted 
that the current Indian team is fit and well-supported by 
experts, including a South African coach and Japanese 
physio. The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks and 
a rare showcase of Muneer's 1968 Olympic Bronze 
medal, a tangible piece of history that the members were 
invited to view.

Artist Seema Kohli is no stranger to Rotary, and to our 
club in particular. Over the years, she has generously 
contributed significant works of art to our annual 
fundraiser, the Art Auction, adding both prestige and 
value to the event. Seema’s donations have supported 
several Rotary Club of Madras initiatives, ranging from 
the installation of dialysis machines to other key 
community projects, bringing relief and hope to 
thousands of beneficiaries. 

To date, Seema’s donations in artwork to Rotary Club of 
Madras projects have fetched Rotary Club of Madras a 
sum of approximately over Rs.1 crore—unique and 
impactful contributions, given where they matter most.

An artist, sculptor, and poet, Seema Kohli’s creative 
journey extends far beyond painting alone. Her oeuvre 
spans  scu lp tu re ,  poet r y,  in s ta l la t ions ,  and 
performance, reflecting a deeply layered and 
evolving expression in varied forms of art. Seema has 
received many awards including the Lalit Kala 
Akademi National Awards for Women, in 2007.
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THE ASTROTURF ERA AND THE SHIFT IN SKILL 

CHALLENGES AND THE ROAD AHEAD 

THE MANY WORLDS OF SEEMA KOHLI

Rtn Sandhya Sridhar



Widely acclaimed both in India and internationally, her work has found expression in leading 
museums and galleries across the world, earning her a place among the most celebrated 
contemporary artists of our time. 

Every idea I explore begins as a dot that moves on to become lines drawn on paper. That image 
then whispers what it needs, what it, in turn, wishes to become: a painting, sculpture, embroidery, 
video or even performance.

I don’t jump mediums randomly—it’s a flow, not a switch. The line is my anchor, the seed. As that 
visual energy grows, it may feel best clothed as a canvas, or as a tapestry embellished with beads, 
or as a live performance that invites sound and movement. If one medium feels incomplete, I follow 
it to the next. In every form, it’s the same image speaking. I just let it choose how it wants to come 
alive.

I have two muses, the Tree of Life and the Hiranyagarbha. Through them, I explore the universe that 
exists within us, illustrating how we are all interconnected within this singular, 'Golden Womb'. My 
works show rebirth and cosmic cycles, where creation diffuses into dissolution, only to be met by 
continuous regeneration.

I engage with the sacred feminine as an ever-present energy, translating the mythic power of Shakti 
and the Yoginis into the language of the modern world. My practice moves between ancient 
temples and urban life, blending family history and everyday objects with divine symbolism. 
Through pieces like Hiranyagarbha, I recast traditional narratives to celebrate the creative power 
and spiritual agency of women today. To me, these ancient feminine forces become invitations to 
experience strength, vulnerability and interconnection, all of which I see as realities of 
contemporary feminine existence.

I would not go so far as to say recognition is essential, but it is certainly rewarding. There is a quiet, 
encouraging power in being acknowledged by your peers.

The Rotary Club has been instrumental in bridging the gap between my creative work and my 
desire to serve society. While navigating the complexities of hospital administration and charitable 
outreach can be daunting, the Rotary Club has provided me with the necessary structure and 
direction to ensure aid reaches those most in need.

For me, art is my primary medium for communication and connection. I am grateful to know that 
the proceeds from my paintings are channelled directly toward patient care and charitable 
initiatives, allowing my work to make a difference in people's lives.

I am excited by a multitude of new forms. The world for me is a garden of ideas, and I draw 
inspiration from every part of it. For me, the 'new horizon' isn't just one thing but a continuous journey 
of exploring.

You have a giant body of work spanning not just painting, but sculpture, 
installation, poetry and performance. This is a rather larger palette to 

work across. How do you balance all?

As a feted and recognised artist the world over, is there 
one muse or many inspirations in your work?

There is a lot of the feminine in your work. 
Comment?

As a celebrated and awarded artist, do you think such acknowledgements 
are important for the artist? Why, or why not?

Art is an expression that serves to communicate across boundaries, engenders 
conversations and transformation. In that sense, how would you define your 

association with Rotary?

Is there a new form that you would like to experiment or work with? What’s 
exciting and new on the horizon for you?
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ARTIST SEEMA KOHLI

Some of the pieces donated by Seema to Rotary Club of Madras



RCMPL 03 – T10 BLOCKBUSTER, 
BIGGER. BOLDER. BETTER.

January 2026 ushered in the much-awaited 
RCMPL 03 Edition and true to its reputation, it 
has returned bigger and better than the first 
two years, setting the tone for a season that 
promises only top-t ier act ion. Player 
registrations, as always, saw an overwhelming 
response wrapped up within hours of 
commencement, a clear sign that the RCMPL 
fever is only rising. With over 200 gentlemen 
registered, the grand auction was hosted at 
MCC, attended by owners, co-owners, 
marquee players, and RCMers in full strength.

Sunetra conducted the auction like an 

absolute pro, steering proceedings smoothly 
for over three hours. What stood out just as 
much as the energy was the spirit: a calm, 
composed atmosphere, and an evening that 
went by without complaints, rancour, or 
displeasure from any quarter. A special salute 
is due to Chairman Rtn Shivkumar Esahwaran, 
Vice Chair Rtn Balakrishna S, and the core 
committee for their impeccable organization, 
alongside the gracious presence and 
blessings of District Governor Vinod Saraogi. 
With the auction, jersey release, and the full a-
la-IPL experience, the evening was a treat to 
be part of.
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The tournament was flagged off by PP & 
Governor Elect Ravi Sunderesan at a compact 
and efficient ceremony at the lovely SRMC 
grounds, Porur. Six matches played over the 
weekend revealed something unmistakable: 
the standard of cricket has risen by leaps and 
bounds—batting, bowling, fielding, catching, 
groundwork, and even six-hitting prowess were 
a revelation.

Under the stewardship of Rtn Shivkumar 
Easwaran, Rtn Balakr ishna S and the 
committee, RCMPL 03 continues to grow as a 

marquee Rotary sporting event-in-the-
making. The committee records its gratitude to 
all supporters, with special thanks to President 
Nikhil Raj, Hon Sec Prasanna Rajagopalan, 
and the Board along with District Governor 
Vinod Saraogi, PP Ravi Sunderesan, the 
players, and district officials who made this 
scale possible.

RCMers—don’t miss the action at SRMC 
grounds next weekend for the Semis & Finals. 
Bring your family, bring your cheer, and be part 
of the roar. Make it happen!

This season is truly a blockbuster, now featuring 
10 teams (up from 8 earlier), and with DRS 
introduced to add that extra edge and 
excitement. The event is proudly sponsored by 
Canadian Crystalline, Prodeb Brewery (Rtn 
Shiv Easwaran), ICE (Rtn B V Gautam), and 
LEXUS, a sponsorship lineup as premium as the 
cricket itself.

Congratulations are also in order for the new 
owners from RCM namely Rtn Sailesh Vummidi, 
Rtn Arun Palaniappan, Rtn Rajesh Shankar, 
and Rtn Dr Parkavi and to the co-owners Rtn 
Rachna Muralidharan and Rtn Aswath Reddy 
for joining this spirited journey. Player retention 
rules have now come into force too at this 
pace; one could cheekily say that the IPL 
might have to start taking notes from RCMPL.

-Rtn Akur Raman Raghunandan
Secretary, RCMPL 03
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